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This family name is correctly McKay, or in standard
Scottish form, Mackay, but from their arrival in
America before the Revolutionary War the name was
often recorded as McCoy, which the Scots hoped
would be pronounced as "McEye," although the
English in America never got that point. The general
evolution of the name in North Carolina and Georgia
records was from McKay to McCay to McCoy. As
recently as the 1820s in Hall County, GA, this line's
marriage records were entered as McCay, but
thereafter the McCoy form prevailed. "The Real
McCoys," that is, McCoys whose name did not
evolve from McKay, were apparently from Antrim,
Ireland, and have a history somewhat different from
that of the Scottish McKays/McCoys of Carolina and
Georgia.

Alexander McCoy was born in Iredell County, NC,
25 December 1773, and died in Cobb County, GA,
11 August 1857. He married in North Carolina, 12
March 1802, Gennett McCoy, born in Iredell County,
NC, 11 February 1781, died Cobb County, GA, 4
September 1852. Both are buried at Midway
Presbyterian Church near Lost Mountain, Cobb
County, GA, where their gravestones provided the
above birth and death dates. The marriage date is
from Wilson family records evidently copied many
years ago from the McCoy family Bible, whose
location is now unknown by this researcher. By 1830
Alexander McCoy and his family were living in Hall
County, GA; by 1840 in Chattooga County, GA; and
by 1850 in Powder Springs District, Cobb County,
GA, where their household (#1076) in the 1850
Census shows Alexander McCoy, age 75 (should be
77), carpenter (in previous censuses listed as being in
agriculture), born in NC, Jane, age 65 (should be 69),
born NC; unmarried daughter Louisa, age 24, teacher;
and Mary Jane McCoy (unidentified), age 23, born in
Mississippi.

Their children, with dates of birth evidently from the
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family Bible and death dates from Midway
Presbyterian Church Cemetery, and other information
from Hall County, GA, marriage records and from
US Census records, are as follows (two sons were
said to have been Presbyterian clergymen, but this is
presently unverified by this researcher):

1. Nancy McCoy, born 21 April 1803, married Mr.
Mays and lived near Lost Mountain, Cobb County,
GA; presumed buried at Midway Presbyterian
Church.

2. Daniel McCoy, born 6 June 1805, married in Hall
County, GA, 12 July 1827, Caroline B. Spruce. He
was in the Hall County 1830 Census and was
undoubtedly the Daniel McCoy with wife Caroline B.
and children in the 1850 Forsyth County, GA,
Census. It was said he became a Presbyterian
minister, but this was not his occupation in 1850.

3. George W. McCoy, born 10 February 1808.

4. Gennett (Jane) McCoy, born Iredell County, NC,
16 April 1810, died Decatur, GA, 1892, married in
Hall County, GA, 31 July 1828, Samuel Hillhouse
Wilson, born Pendleton County, SC, 28 June 1802,
died Decatur, GA, 1871. They lived at Gainesville,
Hall County, GA; Canton, Cherokee County, GA;
Gainesville again; and from 1842 at Mason's Mill
near Decatur, DeKalb County, GA; buried in the
Wilson lot, Decatur City Cemetery.

5. Adeline McCoy, born 24 September 1812, died
1887, married Isaac Fitten, who died 1890; both
buried at Midway Presbyterian Church, Cobb
County, GA, their stones only marked "Father" and
"Mother," next to their daughter "Miss Hattie Fitten,"
who died 23 February 1935, age 90.

6. Alexander C. McCoy, born 16 October 1814.

7. Catherine (or Katherine) H. McCoy, born 19
October 1816, married in Hall County, GA, 21
February 1833, Martin Saye.

8. Margery Teresa McCoy, born 11 May 1819, died
1904, married in Hall County, GA, 25 October 1838,
John Pharr, born 1804, died 1860; both buried at
Midway Presbyterian Church, Cobb County, GA. In
the 1840 Census they were one of three Pharr
households adjacent to Alexander McCoy in
Chattooga County, GA, but afterward lived in Cobb
County.

9. Malissa Caroline McCoy, born 20 June 1821,
married in Hall County, GA, 30 August 1838,
Ephriam A. Pharr. In 1840 they were living adjacent
to John Pharr and Alexander McCoy in Chattooga
County, GA.

10. Louisa A. McCoy, born 30 April 1826, died 6
September 1908, married John Berry Kemp, born 22
December 1822, died 24 June 1899. They lived near
Acworth, Cobb County, and both are buried at
Midway Presbyterian Church, Cobb County, GA.

It is traditional information in this family that
Alexander McCoy was a son of a Daniel McCoy of
Iredell County, NC (several men of his generation in
Iredell County bore the same name), and that the
family had come from near Edinburgh, Scotland,
perhaps near the time of the Revolutionary War. It
was stated that Alexander McCoy had brothers
named Hugh and Thomas (see Hall County 1820
Census below). It is further tradition that Alexander
McCoy's wife Gennett McCoy was the daughter of



George McCoy of Iredell County, NC, but that the
two McCoy families were not related (although I
suspect that they were indeed related in some
degree). It is noteworthy that a George McKay died
in Iredell County, NC, in 1793, leaving wife
Margaret and minor children Mary, William,
Elizabeth, Jennett, Alexander, and Thomas Lyle
McKay (ref. "The Heritage of Iredell County," 1980,
under William Malcolm McKay, #381. It was
speculated in this work that the son William was
William Malcolm McKay.)

The 1820 Census of Hall County, GA, lists Thomas
McCoy and Hugh McCoy, both age 26-45, with
families. These are presumably the brothers of
Alexander McCoy named in the family tradition. No
other McCoys were found in Hall County in that
year.

By 1830 other McCoys had arrived in Hall County,
the following appearing as heads of households:
Daniel McCoy (son of Alexander), with wife and
child; Alexander McCoy with wife and children;
James McCoy with wife and children; Mary McCoy
(whose household listed 1 male 10-15, 1 female
10-15, 1 female 20-30 (Mary?), and 1 female 70-80
(Margaret?, born 1750-60; see below); and John
McCoy with wife and child.

By 1840 the McCoys had begun moving to other
places. Only two McCoy households are found in
Hall County in that year: W. A. McCoy with wife
and children; and Margaret McCoy, with 1 male
15-20, 1 female 5-10, 1 female 20-30, 1 female 30-40
(Mary?), and 1 female 80-90 (Margaret?, born
1750-60). This Margaret McCoy was most likely the
older generation of Alexander and Gennett McCoy's
family and the namesake of their daughter Margery.
Could this Margaret and Mary McCoy in Hall
County in 1820 and 1830 be the widow and daughter
of George McKay who died in Iredell County, NC, in
1793?

Any further information on this family, their
ancestors and their arrival in North Carolina (which I
assume was through the port of Wilmington), would
be most sincerely appreciated. It appears that every
McKay/McCoy family in the Carolinas had men
named Alexander, Daniel, and George. It is of
interest that the "Directory of Scottish Settlers in
North America, 1625-1825," by David Dobson
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1984),
Volume 1, pp. 150-151, shows George McKay and
James McKay of Sutherland, and three men named
William McKay, one from Strathnavaar and the other
two from Caithness, all arrived in Wilmington on the
"Bachelor of Leith" in April 1774. But many more
McKays/McCoys were in Rowan and Iredell
Counties, NC, than these men alone account for.

Relative to the above family, it may be noted that
Jane (Gennett) McCoy who married Samuel
Hillhouse Wilson was remembered by her
grand-daughters, with whom I was well acquainted,
as often speaking in the old Gaelic dialect to the
extent that she was often thought to have been born
in Scotland herself. Records prove otherwise, but she



was born and reared in a Scots Presbyterian
community in Iredell County in which Gaelic was
spoken not only by the immigrant generation, but by
their children as well.

Finally, in reference to the Scottish families of
Rowan and Iredell Counties, NC, while the Battle of
Culloden is often mentioned in connection with their
migration to Carolina, it should be understood that
Bonnie Prince Charlie did not by any means enjoy
the unanimous support of the Scots, least of all the
Presbyterian Scots (he was a Catholic in a time and
place in which the enmity between Catholics and
Protestants was considerable), and thus the reason so
many Scots Presbyterians immigrated to Carolina
after the Battle of Culloden had nothing to do with
Prince Charlie's defeat, but was due to the very
severe economic conditions which prevailed in
Scotland between 1746 and 1776. Such was surely
the case with the McKay/McCoy families who came
to North Carolina in such numbers in the years just
before the Revolutionary War.
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